The introduction to the preceding edition of the Social Change Review, with the title Risks and Challenges, already included a substantive overview of the issues which contribute, in two volumes of SCR, to the diagnosis of an epochal problem. In this volume the series of articles continues, with an emphasis on solutions. As part of the solution, a new lifestyle, which distances itself from the predominant economics and its consequences (which include such diverse phenomena as corruption, poverty, exploitation, over-consumption, and environmental degradation), is assumed. Also, with this second volume, it is the intention of the editors to introduce interesting contributions to a professional scientific community, which looks at the social change from unusual perspectives. Thus, the editors and authors hope for a broad and full of controversy, yet fruitful discussion. In particular, the authors are involved with the contributions that are mentioned briefly in the following.
Wolfgang Bonß contributes to the discussion on risk and how to deal with it in modernity. Risk is a specific type of uncertainty. While Bonß understands dangers as independent from subject and situation, risks are always tied to decisions in which subjects prefer some uncertainty to other uncertainties. Dangers are largely beyond personal choice and responsibility. In contrast, the risks are consciously chosen and, therefore, responsibility must be assumed for them. However, risks can be estimated Overall, the contributions gathered in this volume represent an addition to the previous volume with the title Risks and Challenges. Views and outlooks on necessary changes in lifestyle are taken. Together, they suggest an alternative lifestyle must be embedded in a new global order, in which another economic mode of production is prevalent than in the current 'unfettered' capitalism.
